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Responses to Comments from Heather Mitchell

51-1. Biosolids are applied to land in many areas of California because the material has nutrients
that landowners want to add to their soil.  The proposed GO provides rules for people who
want to apply biosolids to their land, to ensure that the land and the people in the
surrounding area are protected. 

51-2. “Burning,” as stated by the commenter, or the incineration of biosolids, is another means
of disposing of biosolids; however, it does not provide a soil amendment.  Incineration of
biosolids is evaluated as an alternative to the proposed project in the draft EIR.
Additionally, biosolids would be applied to land only when the landowner agrees and when
the conditions established by the proposed GO have been met.

51-3. The proposed GO contains provisions to prevent excessive dust formation from
agricultural areas where biosolids is being applied.  Aerosol or dust formation should not
pose a threat to public health if the material applied meets the applicable Part 503
regulations.  Incorporation into the soil is the most suitable management technique; this
should help improve soil conditions so that aerosols or dust are less likely to become
windblown due to the enhancement of soil moisture retention that biosolids provides.  Also
see Master Response 9.

51-4. This concern is noted.  Documentation of any biosolids-related illnesses has not been
reported in present disease reporting systems.  Without such documentation, it is hard to
speculate and assess the risks of illness when there is no basis to begin to compare
biosolids as a source of infection with the large number of other potential sources for most
common bacterial and viral infections.
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